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—it is probable that Bethmann would still have held
against Moltke and Falkenhayn, and a further breathing-
space been given for consideration of the "Halt in Bel-
grade" proposal, or for Sazonov's "formula," or for other
negotiations toward a peaceful solution. This is not to say,
however, that, in this late stage of the crisis, it is probable
that a peaceful solution would have been found. But at
any rate it would have given the civilian officials in St.
Petersburg and Berlin further opportunity to try to find a
solution, and the arguments of military necessity would have
had less of a hearing in both capitals.
However, as the events actually took place, it was the
precipitate Russian general mobilisation, and not any "mili-
tary convention'7 between Moltke and Conrad such as Dr.
Kanner imagines, which determined Germany's decision
for "Threatening Danger of War/* followed by her ultima-
tums and mobilization, in view of the European War which
even Bethmann recognised was made inevitable by Russia's
step.
AUSTRIAN GENERAL MOBILIZATION, JULY 31
In Vienna Bcrchtold and Conrad were dominated more
by a determination to carry out a campaign against Serbia
than by a fear of war with Russia. Hence the Austrian ulti-
matum, the partial mobilization exclusively against Serbia
with careful avoidance of provocative measures in Galicia,
and the declaration of war on Serbia, all of which have al-
ready been described*
Even after moving against Serbia and bombarding Bel-
grade, Conrad had still assumed that Russia would not re-
sort to armed intervention. He had therefore sent no troops
to the Galician front, But upon Sazonov's announcement
that Russia would mobilise in her southern districts if Aus-
tria crossed the Serbian frontier/0 Conrad began to realize
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